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From the examination of the historiography of finishing work in wood for architecture from the medieval to modern period, it is
clear that this field of research is the poor relation of historical and archaeological studies, with the lion's share focusing on the
structural work of carpentry. It is on the basis of this observation that the present work has been produced, which results from a
conference held in Brussels in 2013. The work demonstrates first the real interest in an approach to finishing work for the study
of ancient buildings and the establishment of a precise chronology for their phases of layout as well as in obtaining better
understanding of material cultures and ways of living. Second, it reiterates that the limit between carpentry and joinery was often
porous, sometimes artificial. Finally, the work stresses that an overall approach to the use of wood is crucial to comprehensively
address the organisation of a building, the logic of its construction and its 'utilisation', and more generally, the complex history of
the buildings studied. This work, which thus represents a first step toward an overall approach of 'wood material' in European
architecture, includes thirteen contributions divided into two thematic sections in keeping with current research practices. The
first addresses the divide between structural and finishing work via the question of flooring, ceiling and roofing techniques. The
second focuses intrinsically on finishing work by examining the contribution of this craft domain to the organisation, comfort and
ornamentation of houses.
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